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TRANSCRIPT
Listening comprehension
Task 1

For items 1-10 listen to the lecture about the pitch drop experiment and decide
whether the statements (1-10) are TRUE (A), or FALSE (B) according to the text you
hear. You will hear the text twice.

You have 25 seconds to study the statements.
(pause 25 seconds)
Now we begin.

In today's lecture we're going to be talking about experiments, and | thought it
might be interesting for you all to learn about the world's oldest continuously
running laboratory experiment that is still going today. In fact, it holds the
Guinness World Record for being the longest-running experiment. This
experiment began in 1927 and has been going ever since.

It's called the 'pitch drop' experiment and it was created by Professor Thomas
Parnell at the University of Queensland, Australia. Parnell was the university's first
physics professor, and he wanted to show in this experiment that everyday
materials, such as pitch, can have quite surprising properties.

You see, when pitch is at room temperature, it feels solid. You can easily break it
with a hammer. However, it isn't in fact solid. At room temperature, pitch is many
billions of times more viscous than water, but it's actually fluid.

In 1927, Professor Parnell took a sample of pitch. He heated it and poured it into a
glass funnel. He allowed the pitch to cool and settle — for three years. He then
turned the funnel upside down and cut the top off it.

Since then, the pitch has slowly dropped out of the funnel. How slowly? Well, the
first drop took eight years to fall. It took another forty years for another five drops
to fall. Today it's been almost 90 years since the experiment started. Only nine
drops have fallen from the funnel. The last drop fell in April 2014 and the next one
is expected to fall in the 2020s.
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The experiment has a tragic story associated with it. Professor Parnell died without
seeing a pitch drop. His replacement, Professor John Mainstone, became
responsible for the pitch drop experiment from 1961. He held the job for 52 years,
and missed seeing the drop fall three times — by a day in 1977, by just five minutes
in 1988 and finally in 2000, when the webcam that was recording the experiment
suffered a power outage for 20 minutes, during which time the pitch dropped.

The pitch drop experiment is something we can all participate in now. There's a
live web stream that allows anyone to watch the glass funnel and wait for the
fateful moment. A similar experiment to the Queensland pitch drop was set up in
Dublin, and the video of the moment the pitch actually dropped went viral on the
internet. It's interesting to see how a very slow event can spread news so quickly.

You have 20 seconds to check your answers.
(pause 20 seconds)
Now listen to the text again.
(text repeated)
You have 20 seconds to check your answers.
(pause 1 minute)

Task 2

For items T1-15 listen to a conversation. Choose the correct answer (A, B or C) to
answer questions 11-15. You will hear the text only once.

You now have 20 seconds to study the questions.
(pause 20 seconds)
Now we begin.

Ali: Hey, you guys, I've been looking for you. I've got an idea — a study group. What
do you think? Are you interested?

Dina: Yes! | need a study group, in a big way.
Bea: Me too.

Ali: Do you think we have enough people here for a study group? | mean, there
are only four of us...

Bea: Sorry. Three of us. Chris can't do study group. Right, Chris?
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Chris: Yeah, there's no way | can do a study group. | have an assignment and then
I'm too busy. But I'll stay for this first meeting.

Ali: Should we try and get another group together with us for this?

Bea: No, | don't think so. | think three is fine. Ideal size, really.

Dina: Me too.

Ali: OK, three people then. Four people for the first meeting. What next?
Bea: What about a meeting place? We can't meet here in the library...
Ali: It's not too bad, especially if those other people would go away.

Bea: But we can't exactly ask them to leave, and people might get annoyed with
us talking.

Dina: Can | say something here?
Ali: Sure, go ahead.

Dina: There's a study hall next to the cafeteria. It's almost always empty. Could we
meet there?

Ali: A study hall?! Who knew? Well, it sounds good to me.
Bea: Yeah. I've never been there but ...
Ali: So, we ought to decide how long for and how often.

Dina: | read somewhere that you should make the meeting at the same time each
week. Like a seminar. That way we'd take it more seriously.

Bea: We may as well make it for this time since we're all here. Is this time OK?
Dina: Works for me.
Ali: Me too.

Chris: Hang on just a minute. | know I'm not going to be in this group, but aren't
we supposed to have a seminar at this time every other week?

Dina: Umm, no.

Bea: Thursday, no?

Ali: No, that's on Thursday.

Chris: Sorry. Forget | said anything.

Ali: Don't worry about it.

Bea: So everyone agrees that this time is fine? Every week?

Ali: How long should we make it?
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Bea: An hour?

Dina: Could we find a way of making it two hours?

Ali: Two hours seems a bit like... too much. To start with then?
Bea: Ninety minutes? Compromise?

Ali: Is that OK with you, Dina?

Dina: Fine by me.

Ali: OK, so | guess all we have left to decide is exactly what we'll do when we meet.
The final exam is a way off. | guess we could review our notes, or practise learning
things by heart.

Dina: | have a list of dos and don'ts actually that | got online. | could be a moderator,
and we could use the ideas as a starting point...

You have 1 minute to complete your answer.
(pause 1 minute)

This is the end of the listening comprehension part.



